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Souadron Fistory for Pariod 15 August 1943, ghrough Septembsr 1943,

1. Tro 123t wesk of August 1%L} marked iLe bremi-up of tLe L3ih
Bumbardment Souadron (H). Tnis was the result of s decisicn of Ligk-
e rasdquartern to divife tle personnsl of the LOtE Bombardasnt Group
a0 99 to srovide the experienced nuclgus for two B-29 grours rtrer ’
thkan one,

2. Approximptely ons-half of the men and officers of thke {5th
3quudron ware transferqed to the 395th Borbh Squadr~n par Asslgnment
Hemorchodue No. 65, Hesdguurters LOth Bopbaldgent Grous {R), dated 2%
August 1943, This trunsfer was zade to roplace thLe oen and officosrs
of tLe }95th wiho wers to form part of the nuoleus of the new B-29 group.
{Cony of Ansignment Mezorandum Mo. 65, Hasdguartsra, 40th Bombardment
Group (B}, ALY, Pratt, Kunsans, dated 24 August 1943, ia attacked).

3. The key peracousl of tlLs Sgquadren at the baginning of Sapt-
anber inoludsd: :

Major 0SC.R R. STH.AF GCocmanding Offioar
Captain ~OIN X. SXITLEY Cparatiocs Officer
Gaptaln HARVIN W. GOCDWYR  Amat. Dparations Offlcer

Firat Liwursnont EARFER B, WILL:ER Exscutlive OfIf'lager

First Lisutenant CHESTER B. G\UQ: Enginsering Officer

First Lisutsnent WILLIAK 5. ROONXY Intslligence Officar

First Ligutenant JOEN £. IVORY Ravigation Offloer &
Training & Sahools Officer

i.. The entire month of Septexber aaw a gradual influr of par-
sonnel into the Jquadron, ineoluding both enlisted man and officara,

This trend im olearly shown by a coaparisen of ths strength ssotion
of the morning raports for the firat day of Saptsmber and this date

of writing {27 Ssptexber].
w Officers Aasigned MM Assigned

1 Septamber 1943 T 195
7 Septambar 1043 . A 260

$. Daopits tllys marked inoreass in personnoel, the shortage of
mapposer in practically all oclassifications continued tiroughout the
tonth of Septeabsr to be one of tiLe outatanding obamcteriatios of
tta organization. This ajtuntion was indicative of the Sguadron’s

fundasental problem, samely, to build from an experlanced nucleus,
a well vriganlacd, wwll tralnoed and officlent comlmt orgunlicatico.

6. A® 2oTre Dew perscnnsl jolned the aguadron, the task of train-
ing thee to aszsume thelr full duties, increasad in importance. Tralg-
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tar w » carried on locully uzdar Croup dfrestives and c.ordinated by
F.rat Lisutsnant J0L O, ZVGRY. Other men and offlocers were ordersd
20 detacked zervics to ob:ier statious ;or spsciallzed training. The
loeal program inoluded Bondbardlers' and Ravigational treining so as
to lave all of tie Bombardiers' and Naviz tors' qualified in bet)

cf ticze claasifications. The men and officers foing on detachsd
sarvice attended sokocls tiat varled froc B-29 arpecent specializition,
and superclarger specinlizaticn to iptel:igfenco. Pllota cortinued
at teansition tralnirg on B-29's angd B-26"s. A general Squadron
odentition rrogram w:s begun undsr the direotion of the intsllipgence
psztion witk a serlss of lecturos dealing wit: surrant affalre.

Te Seundron flying cperntions wsare limited not ornly by shor-
tages in peraonnel but also ir planes. The B-27'a atlll being in the
axperirantal ataga, raplaccosnt of parts was often a tims oconsunming
procusc, 3Jeveral officers and 4:listed zen of thke 3nuadron wers order=
¢4 to Saline, Kans:a, to t-ke 7ort in the Adoslerated Sarvice tasta

on the B-29,

8. ZXvents of interest oocurring osutside the regular Squadron
pro/ram included participation in the Trird Yar Bond Drive for
+15,000,000,000 and in a review st which 1 few cnliated men of the
Group ware fecorated by Srigadler-Caperal EXINI-TY B, OLPE, Commanding
General  of the 58tk Bombardment YWing {B).

Yor tha 3qundron Comtander:

. Whshouran.
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1. Flsing wratning in the B=-ZU Lirplune pes iven
Aorezied otteLilon wuting Loe mohth with enpheciz [placed
on 2nwering pilots out., Sith 90110 aowrs for thae conte
P18 sl howra totsl the 45th's B-CD in reportsd oy the
SGLARICOLN COMBANUEr LO have the wost fl.in, tims cf rny BeZ0.
~OT4OVEr, Bilh Seven oLficers cnecked cut e Peib pilota,
Wit 4oth tachws tae £irst tc heve toat gany op the chackad
out liat. OCfficors now rated N3 B-il pilots Areg

Bjor wilt.l 3. I P Captair CHARLET "7, SALLORY

~ajor JiE o, Jo.ikY Captadn BARYLD oo WLDOTN

-t e MULRERT Z. :.'c..a ﬁﬁgum I Y. =ATTG S
:ﬂ?uin : - e RO

. . nurer of procctions nmong the officary wers
n..rm..r ced durin, this periocd. "mze; of these officers #itn
nell new grovigs Tollows ' ’

*

i IOF JURSF o Shedand Lt Iﬂi omd My ApewE 0 /
ol FMI? Ei -ﬂ-;s h:- H I:| Tt irml-L-:tY

Cept JCUII 2. T/ORY lst Lt CLATEZZ P, L0 S »

PaLt HARAPLR a, LILLER lst Lt JUHN 3, LTIV

3. On Trurstay il Octoter flying of Be6's censed
#and pclures wears turfned over to the snsinsaring asctian for
+finnl ocnintanonce before using trunaferrec oLt of the M T

rnn. Flying Siuse {or ine reaincer of the ooLth weg done
an the B-zd anu i1, teo 5=17's that had previowsly basn
sE.igned Lo Lhe SyuLbdror. .

4. Jtaletic bctivities 1n=1ud|d tne establighcent of
sr.lietpd zen's anc officers! uraketbell tasus to compate
© Lf tne Brye béssetbn_l tournauent. Tentative starting
ivas =earet

T 32
321

ke :
1st Lt MARVIN STGOKETT
2ral Lt IPYING L, BELLOZ
2nd Lt THOMAS 5, .........LI’JE‘I

Sl
Pgt €00 LY HLHHY M. CHAGHON -
Hn‘
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JEMMGIO0 SARLOLY of Parive ) BULL 33 QCLAREL Aidys Cont’d,

6. . Strength of the ayuairon wie hearly cosplete towsrd
the #n0 of the month ks oewly Bs.igned personnel arrived.
| The roster on 31 Cotobar aaowed B85 officers.and 305 snlisted
i L8hs : :

6. In th!nﬂrnup peraonal inspsction held Sunday 24 3
October ghe 45th pluced first. ) v AN

7« “mArly all members of the syuadron doved arca ;it.n - 1{3
specirtl card durding the last two weeks of tha Mﬂ% the B
ascics baving been buxy with their nsedles 1_ncmu1._|. the

squwrdron dguiiat typhus end cholara. 5

u,
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PORTY-FIFTH BOJBARDMENT SQUADRON (B) ARMY .In_mm D=1

Army Alr Fisld
Pratt, Iansap
1 Decanber 1543

Squadron Hiatory far Bsrdod 1 shru 27 Novsgbar iddd

1. Ouos of the squadroo officers, Lt. James H, Comden,
snjoyed the distinction of aerving as copilot for the Hen.
Hobert Lovstt, Undar 3ecretary of War for sir, om a flight
from Salina, Kansas to Colorado Springs, Colorado on 7 Oct,
Whan s C-47 wr{‘ Mr, Lovatt and his party waa foraed
down st Salina, Lt. Cowden, with otbar officers end ealisted
::I;‘} flew the party to Second Alr Torce headquarters in »

8. Wil 964" (YD-80 41-36054), the first B-R9 to ba
ssaigned to any l;uldrnn, was transferred out of the 44th 6 Nov.
snd flown %o tha Flaher plant, Clevaland, Chio whers it
will undergo new changea and up-rinmtli tasting includ-~
ing the installation of liquid ocooled! engines.

Harry C, Miller, T Sgt Waltar E. Millar, 3 Albazt F.
Eberts and Louls J. Pepin flew the plans to Clavsland.

™he story of ‘s visit to Cleveland was recounted
in the Claveland Plain Dealer. .

]

. QausArnn anlors wars asaigned to aquadrona of the
40th Group this moath. Of the four colora yeliow, rad,
whits and gresan, yellow was assigned to the 45th.

4, lncontrovartibla svidance that the 45th is the
best aquadron in the army Alr Forces cams to hand this menth,

Evidence wan in the form of figures on Army General Classi-
fication Teat moore distributicon. With ths svaroges obtained

by 713,000 selectesa in a survey complated 28 February 1942,
ths fnhmm comparisons srs sade:
CLASS I II 111 IV ]

Gansral Army Didtribution B.0% 29.0% 30.0% £1.0% 14.0%
Total 45th EM ~ = = = - = 7.75 40.8% 35.905 13.56 1.3%

465th B Combat Craws = = 4,18 50.79 40.8% 4.13 L%
45th B Ground Pecacnnel- 9,25 41.45% 34.15 13.3% 1.3%
8. Priring for qualification in arms took place thia
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Jouadros History for Peclod 1 shru 27 Noveoha: 184 (Comt'd)

month. Both pistol and CArDING T4SLE were ran off. Wikh
the carbine T Sgt Francis U. Pedersco aade the higheat
scors, lBl. Four othar men qualified as axperta using the
carbine. They were: Pfo Staphen J. Weitlauf, 183; Sgt
David W, Moors, 178; Cpl Clauds L. Bolin, 178; and Pfe
George R. Bilaa 1i5.

Bizx snliatad man and four officara Qualifisd as
abarpshootars on the plstol, celibar .45 autosatic. Seven-
tsan oen and twelve officers also qualified as markamsn,
High scorer ssong the officers was Lt Charlaa Creceliums,
"Nead Eye® among the anlisted parsoansl waa 8 Sgt Jack Hal-
pearn. Both sgored 85,

G, Daskeat—ball Seams sarrying the bannar of tha 45th
held that banner thie sonth in the two besket-ball lsaguss
an the fiald. The officere team woo four and lost oma. In
three games ths enlisted men won two and loat ona.

e officers'! tesmm inclodeds
Capt Jaak C. Ledfaord
Capt Boyd L. Grubaugh
lat Lt Jo 3. MArLlD
st Lt George A. Hadlaey
lat Lt Mary M. Jtookett
nd Lt Harry U, Chagnan
2nd Lt Thosas 5. Blanklay
2nd Lt Irving L. Bellos
Ond Lt Hemnias 0. Fathas
2nd Lt Manoan C. Hill

The snlistesd man's tasm waa canpoaed of:
T Sgt Alex Baran
3 3g¢t ¥illias R. Tracs
gt Niabclas M. Felagy

1 Raymond M, Wilkina
rfw Svamer Bloom
Prfa Featar Punash
Pfa John M. Wall Jr.
Pte Tully Jordan
Ple Ian Stewart

7. Rsdilo %ﬂmc mere given sn extansive first siad
training course ing Novambsr., GCArrisc out oy wie growp
dispansary, the course included sdainistration of blood
plasas, saslsting in surgery, seslsting in boapital wards,
fundanentals of anstomy, wounds, fractures, adainistration
of injectiona, use of 4ry blood plasas, uves of first aid

kits, oarrying of patienta om litters, sabulance procsadure,
mxl flield sanitatliom.
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douadron History fof Psciod } thru 27 Novaphar 1943 (Cant'd)

This monts alao asm the transfer of Capt Olfart
Topp. Squadron Surgean, who served with the organization
at Puerto Rigo, Penama, afd the Galapagos Islands. OCRpL
Topp was assigned to the base Bospital, Mac Dill Field,

Tamps, Fla,

$. Intarasting personalities recently assigned to tha
45th include Capt ¥William G. Renfro and Capt Jaspar ¥W. %ood.
ruff_ Capt Renfro was Eatisnal 2ilf wrastling chammion in
1933, wian the title in competitions held at the San
Francises Golden Gate Expoaition.

Capt Woodruff holds the Distinguished Flying Cross
uith Cak Leaf Cluster., Hs may truly bs called & “hard luck"
man. Aasigned to & pursuit squadron st Wheeler Fleld, T. H.,
he was unabla to gn off tha ground whan Fearl Harbor was
RLEAQKYd “and Whewlisr Flwld hit by the Japa Deceambar Tib.

Hext on tha liat of tough breaks came 26 Janusry
L+43 when on & flight back to Eapiritu Sante Islends, Kew
Hebridses from Gusdslcansl, his na was forced down. To
add to hias sisfortuns ha had Hl§ Gen Twining, Cosmanding
Ganeral of tha l3th iir Force & 4. The craw and six pas-
sengers were edrift for six days before being plcked up.
Jant to Yew Zealand to recover, he sucessalvely cauaght
Malaris and Yellow Jaundice before finally being discharged
from the bospital and sent back to the United States

9. Membars of the sgquadron Ordoance ssctios basgen
sttending daily c¢lasess on Ordnance subjects aa part of
ths ground psresonnal vraining program.

10. A Dew B-29 was sssigned to the squadron 1l Now.
arkl ted new B=17's wearse added on Nov 17 apnd 19 rugieti"u.
"Hanger Quaan” of all squadron planes wam 012, B-17 asaigned
on 17 Nov.; only 25 ainutes of flying time was acocaplizhed

in this ablp.
Tothl B=2% timw flusn by the squedroo fram 1 thru

27 Bov. wan 162:40; B-17 time flown was 543145,

11. Strength of the squadron as of 27 Nov. wam
ofticers - 110, anlisted men = 3Mé.

4 PO
2 incls - L
Inel 1 = Newapaper irticls (trus copy} lat Lt., Alr Corps

Incl 2 - Sat, 10 Photos, 45th Orientation Higtorical Officer
Program, 28 Qat 42



